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�� ver the past month, the Police Department has investigated several cases in-
volving the illegal entry into homes and vehicles.   In one case the car was sto-

len.   Unfortunately, each of these cases has a common theme: the owners left them 
unlocked!   In the stolen car case, the keys were left in the ignition.   Please help us 
help you by securing your personal items.    

 Also, please don’t forget to set your alarm!   Unlike some local police agen-
cies, ORPD DOES NOT charge for false alarm response.   We would rather respond 
to a false alarm then take a crime report indicating the alarm was not set. 

 Remember, the majority of crime occurs as a direct result of opportunity.   Your pro-active efforts re-
duce the likelihood of becoming a victim. 
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�� he Florida Department of Transportation has approved the Town’s request to install 
pedestrian crossing warning signs at 4 locations along A1A (North Ocean Blvd.).   

Therefore, as a reminder, here is a portion of the Florida law outlining the motorist’s obliga-
tion when approaching pedestrians crossing the roadway: 

F.S.S.: 316.130  
(7)(a)  The driver of a vehicle at an intersection that has a traffic control signal in 

place shall stop before entering the crosswalk and remain stopped to allow a pedestrian, 
with a permitted signal, to cross a roadway when the pedestrian is in the crosswalk or steps 
into the crosswalk and is upon the half of the roadway upon which the vehicle is traveling or 
when the pedestrian is approaching so closely from the opposite half of the roadway as to be 
in danger.  

(b)  The driver of a vehicle at any crosswalk where signage so indicates shall stop 
and remain stopped to allow a pedestrian to cross a roadway when the pedestrian is in the 
crosswalk or steps into the crosswalk and is upon the half of the roadway upon which the 
vehicle is traveling or when the pedestrian is approaching so closely from the opposite half 
of the roadway as to be in danger.  

(c)  When traffic control signals are not in place or in operation and there is no sign-
age indicating otherwise, the driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way, slowing down or stopping if need 
be to so yield, to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a crosswalk when the pedestrian is upon the half of 
the roadway upon which the vehicle is traveling or when the pedestrian is approaching so closely from the op-
posite half of the roadway as to be in danger. Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a pedes-
trian tunnel or overhead pedestrian crossing has been provided shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles 
upon the roadway. 

A violation of this statute is a moving violation that will result in a $166.00 fine and 3 points.  

�� s I write this article, the clock has yet to strike midnight to officially mark the end of 2009.   However, I 
can proudly report that as of noon on 12/31/09 the officers of the Ocean Ridge Police Department have 

already handled 797 more calls for service than last year (3080 vs. 3877).   We thank you for your support and 
the assistance you continue to provide by reporting suspicious activity, persons, and vehicles. 

Along those lines, here is a humorous article to end the year:  

How NOT to report a crime: George Phillips, an elderly man from Meridian, Mississippi, was going to bed 
when his wife told him that she could see from the bedroom window that he’d left the light on in the garden 
shed.   George opened the back door to go turn off the light, but saw that there were people in the shed stealing 
things. 

He phoned the Police, who asked: “Is someone in your house?”   He said, “No, but some people are breaking 
into my garden shed and stealing from me.” 

(continued on page 6) 
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The Police Dispatcher said, “All patrols are busy.   You should lock your doors and an officer will be along 
when one is available.” 

George said, “Okay.” 

He hung up the phone and counted to 30.   Then he phoned the Police again.   “Hello, I just called a few sec-
onds ago because there were people stealing things from my shed.   Well, you don’t have to worry about them 
because I just shot and killed them both, the dogs eating them right now.”  And, George hung up. 

Within five minutes, six Police cars, a SWAT Team, a helicopter, two Fire Trucks, a Paramedic, and an Am-
bulance showed up at the Phillips residence and caught the Burglars red-handed. 

One of the Police Officers said to George, “I thought you said you’d shot them!” 

George said, “I thought you said there was nobody available!”  

(NOTE: This article is intended to be humorous.   In Florida, false reporting of a crime and misuse of 
the 911 system are crimes.) 
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