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General Information 
6450 N. Ocean Blvd.,  

Ocean Ridge, FL 33435  

Police  

Non-emergency: 561-732-8331   

Emergency: 9-1-1 

Public Records Hours: 8:30am-2:30pm 

 

561-732-2635 (main) ◊ 561-737-8359 (fax) 

561-732-ORFL (Citizen Information Line) 

General Email: info@oceanridgeflorida.com 

Town Hall Hours: 8:30am-3:00pm 

Town Manager  
Tracey Stevens 
tstevens@oceanridgeflorida.com 
 
Town Clerk  
Karla Armstrong 
karmstrong@oceanridgeflorida.com 
 
Police Chief  
Hal Hutchins 
hhutchins@oceanridgeflorida.com 
 
Building Official 
Wayne Cameron 
wcameron@oceanridgeflorida.com 

Town Administrative Officials 

Mayor  
Kristine de Haseth 
kdehaseth@oceanridgeflorida.com 

Vice Mayor  

Steve Coz 

scoz@oceanridgeflorida.com 

Commissioners 
Phil Besler 
pbesler@oceanridgeflorida.com 
 
Susan Hurlburt 
shurlburt@oceanridgeflorida.com  
 
Martin Wiescholek 
mwiescholek@oceanridgeflorida.com 

Numbers to Know 

 

EMERGENCY 

Police, Fire, Ambulance   911 

 

NON-EMERGENCY 

Ocean Ridge Police Dept.  561-732-8331 

Boynton Beach Fire Dept.  561-742-6600 

 

TOWN HALL 

Building Dept., Town Clerk, Town Mgr. 561-732-2635 

Fax     561-737-8359 

 

OTHERS 

Abuse Hotline    800-962-2873 

Animal Control    561-233-1200 

Army Corp of Engineers   561-683-1577 

Beach Conditions   561-966-6600 

Boynton Beach City Hall   561-742-6000 

Boynton Beach Water Dept.  561-742-6300 

Clarke Environmental Services   800-203-6485 

Comcast    800-266-2278 

Declare Domicile   561-355-2962 

Dept. of Environmental Protection (DEP) 561-245-2118 

DEP—Christian Lambert  561-313-9007 

Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV)  561-681-6333 

Elder Affairs    866-882-2991 

FEMA     800-621-3362 

FL Dept. of Transportation (DOT) 866-374-3368 

FL Dept. of Transportation Traffic Line 511 

Florida Fish & Wildlife Comm.   888-404-FWCC 

Florida Power & Light (FPL)  561-697-8000 

Florida Power & Light (report outage) 800-4-OUTAGE 

Marriage Licenses & Ceremonies 561-355-2986 

Oceanfront Park Beach Conditions 561-742-6775 

Oceanfront Park Events/Weddings 561-742-6240 

Palm Beach County Building Dept. 561-233-5100 

Palm Beach County EOC  561-712-6400 

Palm Beach County Health Dept.  561-

840-4500 

Palm Beach County Inspector General 877-283-7068 

Palm Beach County Mosquito Control 561-642-8775 

Palm Beach County Parks & Recreation 561-966-6600 

Palm Beach County Property Appraiser 561-355-3230 

Palm Beach County Tax Collector 561-355-2266 

Palm Beach County White Fly  561-276-1260 

Republic Services (trash collection) 561-478-9590 

So. FL Water Management  561-686-8800 

Solid Waste Authority   561-640-4000 

Supervisor of Elections   561-656-6200 

Tides     561-742-6776 

 

CLIP AND SAVE! 

@OceanRidgeFL  - Twitter 

OceanRidgeFL—Facebook  

Town Commission 

Town Hall  
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Calendar of Events 

Privacy Policy 

The following is the Town’s privacy policy that is noted in Town email signatures and a variation is 
on the Town’s website.  

 “Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from the 
Town of Ocean Ridge officials and employees regarding public business are public records       
available to the public and media upon request. Your e-mail communications may be subject to  
public disclosure. Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your    
e-mail address released in response to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this 
entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing. The views expressed in this message may 
not necessarily reflect those of the Town of Ocean Ridge. If you have received this message in er-
ror, please notify us immediately by replying to this message, and please delete it from your       
computer. Thank you.” 

 

May—With the exception of the Town Commission meeting, all events dates and formats are  

subject to change due to COVID-19. 

4: Goal Setting Budget Workshop begins at 2PM in Commission Chambers 

4: Regular Town Commission Meeting begins at 6PM  

 

 

All Board & Committee meetings are cancelled for May due to COVID-19. 

 

 

June—With the exception of the Town Commission meeting, all events dates and formats are  

subject to change due to COVID-19. 

1: Budget Workshop begins at 2PM in Commission Chambers 

1: Regular Town Commission Meeting begins at 6PM  

2: Code Enforcement Hearing begins at 10AM in the Commission Chambers  

15: Planning & Zoning Commission meeting begins at 8:00AM in the Commission Chambers. 

18: Septic to Sewer Citizens' Advisory Committee begins at 8:30AM in the Commission Chambers. 

Meeting Information 

Regular Town Commission meetings are generally held on the first Monday of every month at 
6:00pm. Code Enforcement Special Magistrate holds hearing on demand on the first Tuesday of the 
month at 10:00am. Board of Adjustment meets on demand on the second Wednesday of the month 
at 8:30am and the Planning & Zoning Commission meets on demand on the third Monday of the 
month at 8:00am. Any special meetings added to the calendar, date and time changes, as well as 
agendas and minutes will be updated on the Town’s website at www.oceanridgeflorida.com as they 
occur. 

Agendas, minutes, and updates to the calendar  are available on the town’s website and will be 

posted as  they become available. 



 

Town Manager’s Report—May Commission Meeting 
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Mayor & Commissioners: 

 

Municipal Clerks Week held on May 3-9 and National Police Week held on May  
10-16 gives us an opportunity to recognize our Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk, 
and all of our Police Officers in Ocean Ridge.  If you speak with them, please thank 
them for all they do for the Town. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank our Building Official, Building Clerk, and Town Engineer for all of 
their efforts in ensuring that the Town produced a successful outcome for our  
annual Credit Rating System Audit.  The audit manager mentioned that he considers the quality of work in 
preparation for the audit to be remarkable.  Because of their tireless efforts, residents can expect a positive 
impact on insurance rates in the future.  Kudos to the team! 
 
The majority of our work at Town Hall and the Police Department over the past two months has been focused 
on combating coronavirus and keeping the residents and employees of the Town of Ocean Ridge safe and 
healthy. The first phase of limited recreational re-openings began on April 29th in our county which includes 
the opening of boat ramps, marinas, golf courses, parks (excluding beach parks), natural areas, tennis courts 
and community pools with strict restrictions.  All beaches and beach parks remain closed at this time. 

County Officials warned residents that if the restrictions and CDC guidelines are not followed including social 
distancing, they will be forced to close recreational areas once again.  Please do your part in educating yourself 
regarding the restrictions by reading the County Order, including all attachments.  Palm Beach County Order 
Number 2020-005 may be viewed on the County’s website at www.pbcgov.org or the Town’s website at 
www.oceanridgeflorida.com.  County orders are enforced by the Palm Beach County Sheriff and all local law 
enforcement agencies in Palm Beach County. 

While we know everyone is anxious to get back to normal, our goal continues to be the safety of our  
residents.  We are working with County Officials on safe procedures for easing restrictions in other areas 
such as our beaches, and we thank you for your patience as we work through these delicate procedures.  
 
We have been updating the Town’s website frequently with new information regarding coronavirus, and 
encourage our residents to review the information.  Although Town Hall remains closed, staff is fully  
available to assist the public with normal Town business and questions. 
 
 
 
Stay safe and healthy! 
 
Respectfully, 

 
 
 
 

Tracey L. Stevens, Town Manager & Finance Director 

http://www.pbcgov.org
http://www.oceanridgeflorida.com
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Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida 
Office of the Town Clerk 

Goal Setting & Regular Commission Meeting Summary 
May 4, 2020 

 

The following is a list of actions taken at the May 4, 2020 Goal Setting Special Meeting and the Regular Town 
Commission Meeting.  We hope this helps keep our residents informed in a timely fashion regarding Town 
Commission and Staff activities. 

 

1. The Town Commission consented to the Following Goals & Fiscal Priorities for FY21: 

2. a. Budget to retain current staffing and avoid any layoffs. There was Commission consensus to not  
explore a move to the Sheriff’s Department for Police coverage. 

b. Prioritize Drainage Projects to Address Flooding Issues 

c. Investigate Refinancing the Town’s Debt and Opportunities for Borrowing to Complete Capital  
Projects While Interest Rates are Low 

d. Explore “No Wake” Zones for Ocean Ridge in Conjunction with Surrounding Municipalities. 

e. Review Building Department & Police Department Job Descriptions and Processes to Enhance  
Public Safety and the Town’s Code Enforcement Program 

f. Continue to Advocate Home Rule to Preserve the Integrity of Single Family Neighborhoods 

g. Provide a Narrative for the Monthly Revenue & Expenditure Reports 

h. Address Traffic Congestion and Population Pressures on our Beaches 

i. Continue Engaging the Planning and Zoning Commission to Close Loopholes in Town Code and  
Develop Town Codes that are Fair and Enforceable.  There was Commission consensus to have 
P&Z explore Code Amendments Related to Blight and Property Maintenance, Dune Protection, 
Unity of Title for Dune Properties, Streetscapes & Protecting Our Canopy  

j. Explore Historic Tree Inventory & Planning Services Contingent on Analyzing Revenue Loss and In-
creased Expenditures Related to COVID19 

k. Continue Exploring Septic to Sewer Conversion Contingent on Analyzing Revenue Loss and In-
creased Expenditures Related to COVID19 

l. Focus on Sustainability by Providing a Cost Analysis Regarding our Potable Water Infrastructure 

m. Focus on Environmental Protection for our Town and Utilize the Coastal Resilience Partnership Vul-
nerability Assessment 

n. Explore Options and Create a Plan for Street Sign Replacement. Prioritize replacements and add 
money to a contingency fund to plan for staggered replacement. 

o. Maintain Fiscal Responsibility in Calculating the FY21 Budget by Showing the Ad Valorem Revenue 
Collection Percentages of 97%, 97.5%, 98% and 98.5%; Calculating a Maximum Mil Rate of 5.35 
and Showing the Impacts of Lower Mil Rates; Providing Conservative Revenue Projections; and 
Reducing Expenses as Appropriate 

p. Remove the Following Items from the Proposed FY21 Capital List: #12 A/C Unit Replacement for 
Town Hall, #14 Town Hall Facility Drain Field Replacement, and #15 Street Name Sign Replace-
ment Program, and provide for a percentage to be set aside in the contingency allocation. Delete 
Equipment & Training to Implement an EMT Program from the FY21 Capital List, and provide for 
immediate expenditure for Town Hall Parking Lot Light Upgrades. 

q. Increase the Contingency Line Item in the Budget to Support Emergency Repairs for the Town Hall 
Facility 

r. Directed Town Manager and Police Chief to provide detailed information on the two Police Vehicles 
proposed to be replaced 



 

Goal Setting and Regular Town Commission Meeting Summary 
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2. Announcements: 

(a) The next Regular Town Commission meeting will be held on June 1st at 6:00 PM at Town Hall, and 
a Budget Meeting will be held on June 1st at 2:00 p.m. at Town Hall.  The next Planning & Zoning 
Commission meeting will be held on June 15th at 8:00 AM at Town Hall. The next Septic to Sewer 
Citizens’ Advisory Committee Meeting will be held on June 11th at 8:30 AM at Town Hall.   

(b) Residents who wish to sign up to receive important Town notifications and news through Civic 
Ready should sign up on the Town’s website or call Town Hall for assistance.  Due to the corona-
virus pandemic, now is the time to sign up. 

3. Adopted the Minutes of Regular Town Commission Meeting of April 6, 2020. 

4. Adopted the Minutes of Special Town Commission Meeting of April 21, 2020. 

5. Adopted Public Works Supervisor Job Description. 

6. Approved Expenditure for Stormwater Pipe Repairs Near 54/55 Spanish River Drive. 

7. Approved Expenditure for Hudson Ave Flap Gate Repair. 

8. Approved Expenditure for Repair to Drainage Lines at Tropical Pump Station. 

9. Deferred Resolution No. 2020-13, Amending the Town Commission Rules of Order & Procedure, to June’s 
Regular Town Commission Meeting. 

10. Appointed the following citizens to the Planning & Zoning Commission as Regular Members: Penny Kosin-
ski, Mark Marsh, and Neil Hennigan; and Appointed Matt Gracey as an Alternate Member. 

11. Appointed the following citizens to the Board of Adjustment as Regular Members: Elizabeth Bingham, 
Mary Ann Cody, and Bruce Hindin; and Appointed John Lipscomb and Nicholas Arsali as Alternate Mem-
bers. 

12. Approved a permit refund request for 4 Osprey Court in the amount of $1,493.00 with the considera-
tion of a possible permit fee reduction when the permit is re-applied if the site plan is the same as previ-
ously submitted. 

13. Approved a six month time extension on the land development permit for the Kerrigan property on Thomp-
son Street. 

14. Approved a Contract with Foster Marine for Public Works Construction Services. 

15. Approved a Contract with Hinterland Group for Storm Water Infrastructure Maintenance & Repair Services. 

16. Authorized Town Manager Stevens to suspend vacations along with the vacation and comp time accrual 
cap of 210 as needed due to COVID-19 and allow employees to accrue up to 250 hours of vacation and comp 
time.  Those employees exceeding 210 hours of vacation and comp time accruals could be authorized to cash 
in up to 80 hours during this fiscal year if needed. 

17. Consented to allow Commissioner Wiescholek to be present in the interviews for a new Building Official. 

18. Consented to have the Planning and Zoning Commission review the Town Code of Ordinances in Regards 
to Construction Fences and Demolition Permits.  
 
 

 

 

THE NEXT BUDGET MEETING FOR THE TOWN COMMISSION WILL BE HELD ON JUNE 1, 
2020 AT 2:00 P.M. 

 

THE NEXT REGULAR TOWN COMMISSION MEETING WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY, JUNE 
1, 2020 AT 6:00 P.M. AT TOWN HALL. 



 

The Town of Ocean Ridge  

congratulates our  

newly-elected Mayor,  

Kristine de Haseth! 

 

On April 7, 2020, Kristine de Haseth, who has 
served as a Commissioner in the Town of Ocean 
Ridge for the past two years, was elected Mayor 
for the Town of Ocean Ridge.  
 
Mayor de Haseth is an active community member 
of the Ocean Ridge Garden Club, McCormick Mile 
Beach Club, and the Ocean Club of Florida.  She 
serves on the Treasure Coast Regional Planning 
Council and the Palm Beach County and Florida 
League of Cities , as well as serving as Executive 
Director of the Florida Coalition for Preservation. 
 

We look forward to continuing the Town’s mis-
sion with Mayor de Haseth’s coastal community 
knowledge and perspective.  

Town Commission 

Goal Setting & Budget Meeting Schedule 

Monday, May 4 :Goal Setting Workshop @ 2pm 

Monday, Jun 1: Budget Workshop” Presentation of 

1st Budget Draft & Commissioner Discussion @ 2pm 

Monday, Jul 6: Budget Workshop: Set Maximum 

Millage @ 2pm 

Monday, Aug. 3: Budget Workshop: Commission  

Vote on Finalized Budget for Presentation to Public  

@ 2pm 

Tuesday, Sep 8: 1st Budget Public Hearing &  

Regular Town Commission Meeting @ 6pm 

Monday, Sep 21: Special Meeting—Final Public  

Hearing & Adoption of Budget @ 6pm 

**All Meetings to be Held in the Commission 

Chambers at Town Hall** 

(Please note that the Property Appraiser certifies  

the property values by July 1. The vote to set the 

maximum millage needs to occur within 35 days of 

the certification of values.) 

Census 2020— 

Your response matters! 
Health clinics. Fire departments. Schools. Even 

roads and highways. The census can shape 

many different aspects of your  

community. 

Learn more at www.2020census.gov 

 

Community News 



 

TOWN OF OCEAN RIDGE 

FULL COST ACCOUNTING DISCLOSURE 

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTES 403.7049 

 

 

 

RESIDENTIAL COSTS CHARGED TOWN RESIDENTS FOR BI-WEEKLY GARBAGE, WEEKLY 
TRASH AND RECYCLING SERVICE.  DISPOSAL COSTS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 WERE 
ASSESSED ON THE TAX ROLL BY THE SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY OF PALM BEACH  
COUNTY.  

 

     SINGLE FAMILY MULTI-FAMILY 

COST FOR     UNIT   UNIT 

 

COLLECTION/RECYCLING  $190.80  $165.24 

 

ADMINISTRATION    $  69.20  $  16.76 

 

   TOTAL             $260.00             $182.00 

Community News 

 

 

To report Lost & Found 

Pets: Call & Email Photo 

with Additional Information 

 

Call 561-732-8331 

dispatch@oceanridgeflorida.com 

Need to close a building permit  

before selling a home? 

In order to close permits, homeowners must 

submit a Change of Permit Status form with 

the Town. 

Keep in mind, these requests can take 

 a minimum of two weeks to research &  

process. 



 

As part of the Town’s vulnerability assessment, Mayor de Haseth and Town Manager Stevens attended  

the Coastal Resilience Partnership Mayor’s Roundtable with the CLEO Institute on March 12, 2020 along  

with Officials from neighboring communities. 

The Coastal Resilience Partnership represents a collaboration between the county as well as the mu-

nicipalities of Boca Raton, Boynton Beach, Delray Beach, Highland Beach, Lake Worth Beach, Lantana 

and Ocean Ridge. By coordinating and pooling resources, the governments have been able to save 

money and time by commissioning a consulting agency to prepare a single climate  

vulnerability assessment for the entire micro-region, rather than each municipality spending  

money to duplicate the same study. The partnership will also open the opportunity to coordinate re-

sponses to the collective climate threats. 

 

Community News 



 



 



 



 

Coconut Tree Trimming 

 

On July 1, 2019, the Commission approved Ordinance 2019-11 which reads: "Sec. 66-152. 

- Duty to trim coconut trees. In order to protect life and property during periods of high 

winds and hurricanes and to protect pedestrians and vehicular traffic where coconut trees 

overhang walkways and streets, all coconut trees in the town shall be required to be 

trimmed annually by July 1 of each year, so that on July 1 of each year all  

coconut trees in the town shall be free of coconuts, coconut blooms, and dead or 2 dying 

fronds. Should any property owner fail to comply with this section, he/she shall be guilty of 

a violation of this Code.  

 

Please be aware of this ordinance and pass the word onto those who may not read the 

newsletter or Town website. 

 



 

South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD)  NEWS RELEASE 

 

SFWMD Issues Strict Guidelines for Landscape Irrigation Amid Drier Conditions  
 
The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) has issued an order on water conservation 
measures with strict guidelines to property owners to follow irrigation schedules that conserve water 
amid drier than average conditions. 

The District has lawn watering restrictions all year. Amid recent dry conditions, property owners should 
take additional measures to conserve water including: 

 Water lawns only two days per week between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m. 

 Apply no more than 3/4-inch to 1 inch of water per week on their lawns and landscapes and only as 
needed to supplement rainfall. 

The Order states that plants may be watered using low volume irrigation, micro-irrigation, low volume 
hand watering methods, and rain barrels, cisterns, or other similar rain harvesting devices without regard 
to the watering days or times. It also does not limit irrigation when using treated reclaimed water. 

Rainfall has been approximately 6.5 inches below average from November of 2019 to March of this year, 
groundwater levels are decreasing Districtwide and the U.S. Drought Monitor lists all of South Florida as 
experiencing at least "Moderate Drought" conditions with portions of Palm Beach, Broward, Miami-
Dade counties and the Lower East Coast being classified as "Abnormally Dry." 

The District reminds residents that hand washing uses very little water, and residents are encouraged to 
continue frequent hand washing to prevent the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19) according to CDC 
guidelines. The order does not in any way restrict residents from following those CDC guidelines. 

Residents can also conserve water by following SFWMD’s simple water conservation tips. Tips to  
conserve water include: 

 Ensuring rain sensors are operating properly. Irrigating during or after significant rainfall is a major 
cause of outdoor water waste and can cost you money.  

 Replacing aerators in kitchen and bathroom sinks with models rated for 1.5 gallons per minute or 
less. 

 Switching to WaterSense labeled products including indoor showerheads, bathroom facets and toilets 
to save hundreds of gallons of water a week. 

 Implement Florida-Friendly landscaping and principles by using low maintenance plants and envi-
ronmentally sustainable practices. 

 Consider updating appliances like dishwashers and washing machines to Energy Star rated products. 

 Using the shortest clothes washing cycle for lightly soiled loads; normal and permanent press wash 
cycles use more water. 

 Thawing frozen food in the refrigerator or microwave, not under running water. 

 Scraping your dishes before loading in the dishwasher without rinsing. 
Installing high-efficiency showerheads, faucets and toilets. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfwmd.gov%2Fcommunity-residents%2Flandscape-irrigation&data=02%7C01%7Ccroush%40sfwmd.gov%7Ce2dafc544f8a4a57ad7108d7dd8dffcd%7Cd23f7173b3864e918ce7052a18d65341%7C0%7C0%7C637221474263421869&s
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDcuMTk4NzUwNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2hhbmR3YXNoaW5nL3doZW
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDcuMTk4NzUwNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2hhbmR3YXNoaW5nL3doZW
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfwmd.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Finfographic_water_cons_simple_steps.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7Ccroush%40sfwmd.gov%7Ce2dafc544f8a4a5


 



 



 



 



 

 

 
By Hal C. Hutchins, Chief of Police 

Hurricane Season Begins on June 1st 

 

As if it is not bad enough that we are still dealing with the Coronavirus and its associated restrictions, we are 

about to enter the Atlantic Hurricane Season (June 1 through November 30).  Please remember, now is the 

time to prepare, especially this year since we are experiencing unusual times before the Hurricane season 

even begins. In addition to having 3 -5 days of supplies on hand to be self-sufficient should we be impacted 

by a storm please remember:  

The Town has enacted ordinances regarding trees in wires and the removal of Coconuts from all coconut 

trees no later than July 1 of each year. The associated ordinances are always available online at ocean-

ridgeflorida.com and are cited below for easy reference 

 

Sec. 66-151. - Tree permits 

b) Tree removal, replacement, conditions and exemptions 

(7) Tree trimming and maintenance. Notwithstanding any other provisions contained in chap-

ter 66, article IV, all trees shall be trimmed and maintained so as not to come in contact or 

otherwise obstruct or interfere with power or other utility lines or facilities. Property own-

ers shall be responsible for complying with this subsection with respect to all trees located 

on their property, on privately granted utility easements for which their property exists as 

the servient estate and on any adjacent rights of way upon which the property owner has 

sought permission or a license from the town to plant or maintain landscaping including 

trees. No permit will be required from the Town for such trimming or maintenance provid-

ed, however, that such trimming or maintenance shall comply with the provisions of sub-

section (6) above. 

Ordinance 2019-11 reads: "Sec. 66-152. - Duty to trim coconut trees. In order to protect life and 

property during periods of high winds and hurricanes and to protect pedestrians and vehicular 

traffic where coconut trees overhang walkways and streets, all coconut trees in the town shall 

be required to be trimmed annually by July 1 of each year, so that on July 1 of each year all 

coconut trees in the town shall be free of coconuts, coconut blooms, and dead or 2 dying fronds. 

Should any property owner fail to comply with this section, he/she shall be guilty of a violation 

of this Code.  

 

COVID-19 Important Information 

As of the writing of this newsletter, we do not have a timeline on the “full reopening” of Florida. While we 
are as anxious as everyone else to get back to normal we have been advised by many experts that the condi-
tions and restrictions placed upon us are in our best interest. We are continuously looking for ways to “fully 

reopen” and get life back to the “new normal” as soon as possible. Thank you for all of your patience and 
understanding. 

http://library.municode.com/HTML/10251/level2/SPBLADECO_CH66ENRE.html#SPBLADECO_CH66ENRE
http://library.municode.com/HTML/10251/level2/SPBLADECO_CH66ENRE.html#SPBLADECO_CH66ENRE


 

Please be aware of the scams and cons that are going on as a part of this pandemic. Below is just another 

example of one of the latest: 

 
ONLINE EXTORTION SCAMS INCREASING DURING THE COVID-19 CRISIS  
 
The Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3) has seen an increase in reports of online extortion scams during 

the current "stay-at-home" orders due to the COVID-19 crisis. Because large swaths of the population are 

staying at home and likely using the computer more than usual, scammers may use this opportunity to find 

new victims and pressure them into sending money. The scammers are sending e-mails threatening to re-

lease sexually explicit photos or personally compromising videos to the individual's contacts if they do not 

pay. While there are many variations of these online extortion attempts, they often share certain commonal-

ties.  

 

SCAM COMMONALTIES:  
Online extortion schemes vary, but there are a few common indicators of the scam. The following charac-
teristics are not all-inclusive but should serve as red flags. It is important to remember that scammers adapt 
their schemes to capitalize on current events such as the COVID-19 pandemic, high-profile breaches, or 
new trends involving the Internet, all in an attempt to make their scams seem more authentic.  
 

1. The online extortion attempt comes as an e-mail from an unknown party and, many times, will be written 

in broken English with grammatical errors.  

2. The recipient's personal information is noted in the e-mail or letter to add a higher degree of intimidation 

to the scam. For example, the recipient's user name or password is provided at the beginning of the e-mail 

or letter.  

3. The recipient is accused of visiting adult websites, cheating on a spouse, or being involved in other com-

promising situations.  

4. The e-mail or letter includes a statement like, "I had a serious spyware and adware infect your computer 

" or, "I have a recorded video of you" as an explanation of how the information was allegedly gathered.  

5. The e-mail or letter threatens to send a video or other compromising information to family, friends, 

coworkers, or social network contacts if a ransom is not paid.  

6. The e-mail or letter provides a short window to pay, typically 48 hours.  

7. The recipient is instructed to pay the ransom in Bitcoin, a virtual currency that provides a high degree of 
anonymity to the transactions.  

 

TIPS TO PROTECT YOURSELF:  

 Do not open e-mails or attachments from unknown individuals.  

 Monitor your bank account statements regularly and your credit report at least once a year for any  

unusual activity.  

 Do not communicate with unsolicited e-mail senders.  

 Do not store sensitive or embarrassing photos or information online or on your mobile devices.  

 Never provide personal information of any sort via e-mail. Be aware that many e-mails 

requesting your personal information appear to be legitimate.  



 

 Ensure security settings for social media accounts are activated and set at the highest level of  

protection.  

 Verify the web address of legitimate websites and manually type the address into your browser.  

 

The FBI does not condone the payment of online extortion demands as the funds will facilitate continued 

criminal activity, including potential organized crime activity and associated violent crimes.  

VICTIM REPORTING:  

If you believe you have been a victim of this scam, reach out to your local FBI field office, your local 

police department and file a complaint with the IC3 at www.ic3.gov. Please provide any relevant infor-
mation in your complaint, including the online extortion e-mail with header information and Bitcoin ad-
dress if available. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE SENIORS 

On behalf of all of the members of the Police Department: To all of our graduating college and High 

School Seniors, Congratulations! We know you are missing out on an in person graduation ceremony  

during the current pandemic, but want to assure you we are still proud of all of your accomplishments 

and you are in our thoughts. Go forward and do wonderful things!! 

 

REMINDER: PLEASE SECURE YOUR VALUABLES INCLUDING YOUR CAR 

As always, please remember to secure your valuables. Yes, even lock your car. Do not leave valuables in 

your vehicle and please lock your doors.  

Many crimes such as the vehicle listed as stolen in our April synopsis can be prevented by simply  

securing items of value, including your car, from opportunistic thieves. Please be safe and do not leave 

valuables in your vehicle or unsecured at your residence especially if you are inviting unknown workers 

into your home. 

In the meantime, should you have questions or concerns, I and every member of your Police Department 
are available and you are welcome to call or stop in anytime and visit. 
 
And finally, 

Please report any suspicious person or activity as soon as possible. 

REMEMBER - If you see something, say something! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 
By Hal C. Hutchins, Chief of Police 
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Police Activity: 

Here is a listing of significant crime/code enforcement/suspicious activity reported to ORPD in April 

2020 for both Ocean Ridge and Briny Breezes: 

Type of Incident Report Date Time Frame Location Synopsis 

Dog Bite 4/7/2020 4/7/2020 @ 10:00 

am 

5900 Old Ocean 

Blvd. 

Dog Bite reported by walk-

er. Turned over to Animal 

Control. 

Found Narcotics 4/7/2020 4/7/2020 @ 7:00 

am 

Adams Road on 

Beach 

Cocaine found on beach. 

Turned over to Drug  

Enforcement Administra-

tion. 

Damage to Town  

Property 

4/10/2020 4/10/2020 @ 9:15 

am 

5600 Blk. Old 

Ocean Blvd. 

Subject damages Town 

COVID sign replaced and 

warning issued. Subject 

trespass warned from Old 

Ocean. 

Violation of Emergen-

cy Order 

4/16/2020 4/16/2020 @ 9:10 

am 

6000 Old Ocean 

Blvd. 

Violation of Emergency  

order regarding beach  

closure. After multiple  

warnings, case filed with 

State Attorney for  

Prosecution. 

Theft of Vehicle 4/23/2020 4/23/2020 @ 

4:00 am 

Island Drive Vehicle taken from drive-

way. Suspects identified  

using License Plate Capture 

System. Vehicle recovered  

in Lauderdale Lakes 5/1/2020 

Flee and Elude 4/25/2020 4/25/2020 @ 

12:55 pm 

Woolbright Road Motorcycle with no tag fled 

officer. Stopped and arrest-

ed for felony fleeing and op-

erating w/o proper license. 

Theft 4/26/2020 Between 

4/26/2020 and 

4/27/2020 

Spanish River 

Drive 

Subject entered rear yard 

and porch for the purpose  

of stealing fishing rods and 

reels. 

Theft 4/29/2020 Between 

4/25/2020 and 

4/28/2020 

River Drive Theft of fishing rods and 

reels from rear patio 



 

In addition to the above listed activity and regular patrols of the beaches and roadways; officers conducted 

traffic enforcement activities, code enforcement activities, were heavily engaged in patrol and education re-

garding the response to Coronavirus and investigated 4 traffic crashes. 

Please note: The above listed activity is just a snapshot and not a total accounting of the activity officers of 
your police department engage in on a monthly basis. This snapshot is to help raise awareness and prevent 
crime thorough information sharing and proactive involvement with security, such as locking vehicle doors 

and closing garage doors when away from these areas. 



 

Sand Sifters Beach Cleanup 
What: Join the Sand Sifters for beach cleanup!  
When: First Saturday of every month. Next cleanup: TBA (May cleanup canceled) 
Where: Oceanfront Park, 6415 N. Ocean Blvd.  On A1A, just north of the Ocean Ave. bridge in 
Ocean Ridge.  Meet at the pavilion in the lower parking lot.  
Time: 8-10:30AM 
Who: Individuals, schools, churches, clubs, businesses, organizations, and families are all 
encouraged to participate.  All ages. 
What’s provided: Free parking, bags, gloves, and refreshments available to participants only. 
School and community service volunteer credit forms available. 
What to bring: Please bring water, sunscreen and a hat. 
Contact: Jeff at JeffLev02@gmail.com / Social Media: facebook.com/SWATJIL 

Town Hall Library 

What: Shelve and organize books in the Town Library. 

When: Ongoing (temporarily closed to public due to COVID-19) 

Where: 6450 N. Ocean Blvd. at Town Hall. 

Time: Any time between 8:30AM—3PM, Monday—Friday. 

Who: Residents of all ages welcome. Those with library experience are  

encouraged to volunteer. 

What’s provided: School and community service volunteer credit available. 

Contact: Town Hall 561-732-2635 

Sea Angels Beach Cleanup  

What: Join the Sea Angels for beach cleanup!  
When: Last Saturday of every month. Next cleanup: TBA (May cleanup canceled) 

Where: Ocean Inlet Park, 6990 N. Ocean Blvd.  Check in is at the picnic tables next to the 
snack bar.  
Time: 8-10:30AM 
Who: Individuals, schools, churches, clubs, businesses, organizations, and families are all 
encouraged to participate.  All ages.  Volunteer hours awarded for students. 
What to bring: Please bring water, sunscreen and a hat. 
Contact: info@seaangels.org / Website: seaangels.org 

Closed POD Program Committee 

What: Should Ocean Ridge be exposed to an aerosolized airborne anthrax event, Ocean 
Ridge and FL Dept. of Health will provide needed antibiotics at no cost as part of a program under 
the auspices of the CDC. Residents are encouraged to become dispensing volunteers.  
When: Attend two hours of meetings per year. 
Where/Time: TBD.  
Who: Ocean Ridge Residents—no experience necessary 
Contact: Terry Vinas at vinasfam@aol.com  
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https://www.facebook.com/SWATJIL
http://www.seaangels.org/

